
2014-2015 Advanced Placement Biology Disclosure     

Welcome to AP Biology! I encourage you to read this with your parents/guardians so that you will have an understanding of your and my responsibilities.  A copy of the disclosure should be kept in your class notebook.

Course Description: AP Biology is designed as a substitute course for freshmen level college biology.  The course content is centered around 4 Big Ideas:


1. The process of evolution drives the diversity and unity of life.


2. Biological systems utilize free energy and molecular building blocks to grow, to reproduce, and to maintain dynamic 
homeostasis.


3. Living systems store, retrieve, transmit, and respond to information essential to life processes.


4. Biological systems interact, and these systems and their interactions possess complex properties.

The course will also stress science practices such as: using models, using mathematics, engage in scientific questioning, planning and implementing data strategies, evaluating data, understanding scientific explanations and theories, and relate knowledge across various domains.  The entire AP Biology Curriculum Framework can be found on my website.

This course also has a significant lab component.  Due to the amount of time spent on these labs, students should have signed up for the 5th period lab section as well as the 1st period lecture section.  We will at times do labs during the lecture section and vice versa.  You can see my website for a complete, tentative schedule for the school year.

The AP Test: On May 11, students will have the opportunity to take the AP Biology exam.  This comprehensive exam includes 63 multiple choice questions, 6 grid-in questions that incorporate mathematical skills, 2 multi-part free response questions, and 6 short free response questions.  Based on the student's score and the college or university attended, he or she can receive up to 6 college credits in biology.

*This is a college level course.  Students are expected to be self-motivated.  On average, students should expect to spend 4-6 hours a week outside of class learning and reviewing course content.  You will be graded at a college level.*
Materials Needed:  The student should bring the following materials to class every day:  Pen or pencil, Paper, Periodic Table (To be provided), 3 ring binder, Colored Pencils, Lab Notebook, Textbook, Curiosity, Calculator (A smartphone calculator can be used in class, except for on tests.  On test days the students must bring a standard calculator)

Technology Expectations:

· My website:  www.cornercanyonapbiology.weebly.com
· The website is a way for me to communicate with the entire class. Daily class activities, including assignments and makeup requirements, will be posted, as well as announcements, copies of class notes, video tutorials and other resources in order to help you be successful in class.
· ALL STUDENTS should be checking the website every day. 
· Skyward:  Grades can be checked on Skyward at any time. I will do my best to keep them current.
· Canvas:  We will use Canvas for weekly quizzes.  At times, assignments may be submitted through Canvas.
· Email: Please email any questions or concerns to me at kenneth.smikahl@canyonsdistrict.org. 
· Remind: Sign-up to get reminders for tests and other deadlines.  To sign-up, text @cchsapbio to 801-430-9678.
· Additionally, if you find great apps or videos related to what we are studying, let me know!  I will post links on the student resources portion of my website.
Attendance Expectations:  Attendance is critical to being successful in AP Biology. Missing class and being late will make it difficult to keep up on the material and complete valuable classroom experiences. Please be on time to class.  Guidelines from the Corner Canyon High School attendance policy will be followed in class.

Hall Passes:  Only one person should be out of the room at a time.  Please let the teacher know if there is a reason for leaving for more than five minutes.  Be sure to take the Hall Pass with you, and return it when you get back.
Lab Fee:  There is a $35.00 lab fee and a $30.00 class fee required for all students not on a fee waiver.  These funds are used to purchase laboratory supplies.  Pay in the front office by August 29.

All school rules and policies will be upheld in the classroom.
Grading Expectations: Grades are a reflection of your mastery of content and skills in a particular class. For AP Biology, this mastery includes content in biology and skills related to critical thinking and communication. You will be provided with more than one opportunity to demonstrate your mastery level.

Citizenship, character, participation, and effort are all important contributors to success:  They will be assessed, but will not affect your grades, as they do not reflect your mastery of content or skills.  For the same reason, there will not be any extra-credit offered during the class to “boost” your grade, although there may be opportunities for demonstrating mastery of the content and skills in order to improve your grade.
· Grades are weighted with the following values:

· Summative assessments 55%:  This includes all tests and can include labs.  Summative assessments determine whether the student has mastered the content and skills in each unit of study.

· Labs 25%:  This includes most labs and some assignments. 

· Quizzes 10%:  Students will be given weekly quizzes through Canvas.   

· Practice 10%:  This includes many assignments, and starter questions.

· The Grading Scale is a standard scale:

	93-100% = A
	83-86% = B
	73-76% = C
	63-66% = D

	90-92% = A-
	80-82% = B-
	70-72% = C-
	60-62% = D-

	87-89% = B+
	77-79% = C+
	67-69% = D+
	0-59% = F


Academic Criteria: 

· Flipped Classroom:  I will be implementing a flipped classroom.  This basically moves the lecture/notes part of class to homework, and moves traditional homework and practice into the classroom.  The idea is that students can work through the lectures at their own pace, and then complete assignments and practice in an environment where they can work collaboratively with other students and get assistance from the teacher.

· Summative Assessments: Tests will be given at the end of every unit (Usually consisting of about 5 chapters). 

· If you miss a test due to an excused or school related absence you will have 3 days upon returning to school to take the test during my office hours. 

· If you are ever dissatisfied with the score you earn on a test you may re-take it within five school days upon getting the test back. You will be expected to attend a test review before the original test to be eligible for a re-take. 

· Formative Assessments:  
· Quizzes:  Quizzes are open note and may not be retaken.  Quizzes must be made up within 5 days of an excused absence.

· Graded Assignments:  Assignments are due at the beginning of class.  Assignments may be graded or merely checked for completion.  Assignments are an opportunity for practice and feedback, so it is highly recommended that students take notes/make corrections as we go over them in class. 

· If you miss an assignment due to an excused or school related absence you will have FIVE SCHOOL DAYS upon returning to school to make up the assignment.
· Labs/Activities: Labs will be graded on the post-lab write-up, based on lab results. 
· Practice assignments and starters: Students will complete a self-starter activity daily. Self-starters and practice assignments will be checked for completion.  
General policies regarding late work: 


· Assignments, lab write ups, homework, etc. are due at the beginning of the class period on the next day we meet unless otherwise noted and will be called for by me. 

· No assignments, labs, etc. will be accepted after the end of a unit of study. 

· Late assignments will receive the same score as the student earned on the end of unit test, as long as the assignment is 100% finished, correct, and turned in by the time of the current unit’s test.

I have read the entire disclosure and understand that all policies within will be upheld in the classroom. I have also kept a copy of this disclosure for reference.

_______________________________________________________       _________________________

(Student Signature)







 (Date)

_______________________________________________________       _________________________

(Parent Signature)







 (Date)

Parent/Guardian Contact Information

Father:






Home Phone:


Cell:


Work:

Mother:





Home Phone:


Cell:


Work:

Guardian:





Home:



Cell:


Work:

Parent/Guardian Email:
Mr. Smikahl


(801) 826-6506


kenneth.smikahl@canyonsdistrict.org


www.cornercanyonapbiology.weebly.com


Office Hours: M,W,F 7:05-7:50 a.m.


After School hours will be announced


Room S-105











